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PURPOSE

The purpose of Great Beginnings Early Childhood Center shall be to provide Christ-centered, quality, half day preschool and full day childcare programs that will benefit  children, parents and caregivers, childcare providers, and the community.

PHILOSOPHY

We believe that when children feel safe and cared for, they are able to participate freely in activities that promote physical, cognitive, social, and emotional growth.  Our program fosters qualities of trust, autonomy, initiative, belonging, industry, and competence.  It allows children freedom to explore within safe, appropriate, and established boundaries.

We believe that the consistent use of appropriate or natural consequences promotes self-esteem, self-reliance, self-discipline, and cooperation.

PROGRAM

The goal of our programs is to foster healthy self-worth, independence, responsibility, self-discipline, cooperation, and caring for others.  Our program supports spiritual, emotional, cognitive, social, and physical development for each child. 

Meaningful play experiences encourage imagination, creativity and problem solving.  Children learn actively through centers of art, blocks, dramatic play, manipulatives, books, music, science and outdoor play.  They discover as they are given opportunities to explore through play.  

With these beliefs as the foundation for what we do, we provide:

1. Caregiving
Our actions, intentions, and body language convey to the children that we care for them and they have our attention while under our care.

2. Child-centered environment
Our indoor and outdoor area is designed for the use of children.  The needs of children are the primary focus for decor, furnishings, placement, and use.

3. Appropriate schedule
Our daily routines are appropriate for the children in each age group. Its consistency allows children to anticipate what will be happening.  Infant routines and will be strictly individual to each child, and worked out with parents.

4. Learning Centers that are appropriate
We will provide opportunities for meaningful play based on the children’s individual needs, interests, handicaps, and abilities, and that build important foundations for future reading, writing, math skills, and other academic pursuits as well as critical social-emotional development. Play centers are easily identified and used by children.  They are well stocked and accessible.  Infants and toddlers are provided areas for appropriate exploration and play. 

5. Caring for physical needs.
Our routines include time for snack during the a.m. and p.m. Parents will provide a nutritious lunch from home, and the center will provide milk. Children will play outdoors everyday that the weather allows. On days that are inclement, if the gym is available, children will have time for running and playing there. Parents of children who are using formula will supply formula. Children who stay from morning into the afternoon will have a rest period.

6. Appropriate curriculum

Our toddler and preschool curriculum allows children to informally explore and understand the immediate world within their own time frame and ability to do so.  We avoid the use of formal academic methodology, which is considered inappropriate during the early years.  Activities are planned and analyzed for their ability to promote the development of young children.

7. An atmosphere that shares God‘s love for all of us.
The program includes opportunities for learning about and experiencing God’s love through Bible stories and scripture memory.  The center operates using Christian values, teaching children to treat themselves, others, and property with respect and consideration.

CHILDREN

The center is open to all children, regardless of race, ethnicity, or religion, one year old and walking through kindergarten. Children with special needs can be placed at Great Beginnings through the Delta Schools’ Child Find Program. Our Preschool Program is open to children ages 3 to 6 and potty trained. Our Toddler Program is open to children ages 1 to 3.  Any child who can benefit from our program will be considered.

If after a trial period, a child is unable to adjust to the routines of the center, parents and staff will consult to develop an adjustment plan.  Should the difficulty continue, the child may be discontinued with the option of a second attempt at a later date. Ample notice will be given to parents and we ask parents to give the same consideration before withdrawing a child. 

SCHEDULE

The center will be open Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Preschool is included in the daily program for 3-5 year olds, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. and in the afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. The preschool calendar follows the Delta County School calendar. The child care center will be closed Christmas Week through New Year’s Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and the days preceding and following Thanksgiving. Summer session is 12 weeks long.  We will also be closed any days the public schools in Delta are closed due to snow.  During school district breaks, parents may reserve child care spaces for their children. Once reservations are made, they must be paid for whether used or not.

ADMISSIONS AND REGISTRATION

Before a child is admitted, parents should have visited the program. Policies will be explained at that time.  A registration packet must be completed and registration fee paid to finalize the enrollment.  Parents have up to 30 calendar days, beginning the first day of attendance to provide the center with a completed physician’s health report. 

Parents are responsible for signing their child in and out of the center each day on the designated time sheet.  A count may be taken from this sheet to identify the children present at any given time.

TUITION

Once a child is registered at Great Beginnings, his parents begin to pay a monthly tuition fee, or weekly as may be the case.  This fee is paid in advance.  Tuition covers the price of a space at the center. The space belongs to the child and will not be given to another child.  When the child is absent, the space continues to belong to the child and must be paid for by the parents. 

RELEASE OF CHILDREN

ONLY PERSONS AUTHORIZED BY THE PARENT ARE ALLOWED TO TAKE CHILDREN FROM THE CENTER.   An ID will be required of anyone we don’t know.  If a child is not picked up and none of the alternates can be reached, the director will decide on an apporpiate couse of action.  All visitors are required to sign the designated guest sheet.  Parents are welcome and encouraged to visit any time.

ILLNESS

Staff need to be informed of any concerns parents have regarding child’s physical condition upon arrival at the center.  Please let the staff know how your child is feeling. Should a child become ill while at the center, the parent will be notified and expected to come for the child.  The child will be isolated comfortably until the parent arrives.   For the safety of all children, a child who is ill (running a fever, has diarrhea twice in 24 hours, is vomiting, has heavy nasal discharge, has pink eye or undiagnosed conjunctivitis, mouth sores associated with drooling, has a chronic cough,  cannot play outside) will not be allowed to stay with the group. A doctor’s note of approval can get the child back into the center.

Medication can be given at the center for children with disabilities such as epilepsy or severe allergic reactions. Children who stay at the center all day, and are on antibiotics, and are not contagious can be given medication by center staff using the center’s Medication Policy. Medication can only be given with  physician’s written instructions and if medication is in original container with label instructions and child’s name on label.   Ask your physician for written instructions for the center when he writes the prescription, the law does not allow us to administer medication without them.
If you know your child has been exposed to a communicable illness outside the center, please notify the Director.  At the Director’s discretion, the child may be excluded from the center for the period of time prescribed by the child’s physician or local health department.

When children have been diagnosed with a communicable illness such as hepatitis, measles, mumps, meningitis, diphtheria, rubella, salmonella, tuberculosis, giardia and shigella, the center will notify the local health department, staff members, and parents of children.  Confidentiality will be maintained.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

When the weather is excessively hot or cold, we will use the church gymnasium for playground time, if it is available.  

TV, COMPUTERS, VIDEOS

We may use G rated videos at the end of the day, when children are waiting for parents to arrive, or if we cannot get outside, or for special occasions. Video viewing will not last for more than 30 minutes in one day. Children are supervised during video viewing.  A list of videos will be available for parents to review. We do not provide television or computer games.  

EMERGENCIES
Parents or alternates will be notified in the case of a medical emergency.  If no one can be reached and the child needs medical treatment, we will follow the procedure set forth in the Parent Permission Statement signed by the parent at the time of registration.

In the event of a tornado alert, children and staff will move to an inside wall away from windows, with the lights turned out.  Fire drills will be practiced.  When transitions are made, a count will be taken and compared with the sign-in-sheet.  If a child is unaccounted for, teachers will call the police and parents.

In the case of a critical event such as flooding or train accident, and the parents of the center cannot get to the center, the children will be cared for at the center until parents are able to arrive.  In the event that children must be removed from the center, they will be taken by the church bus to the Alsdorf home, 1 mile east of the church.

EVACUATION

Teachers will line children up at the door leading directly outside.  Teachers will lead children to the church’s parking lot. One teacher will follow the children, closing doors, and taking the sign-in sheet.  Roll call will be taken outside and after an all-clear, children and staff will return to the center.  The alternate exit is through the corridor to the front doors of the church and out into parking lot.

FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS

Building  supportive relationships between our staff and our families is an important goal of the center.  We provide opportunities for parents and care givers to learn more about the children and their development. We distribute a monthly newsletter which includes articles about children’s health, safety, and development.  A montly calendar is provided so that parents can see what is happening during the month.  We offer a seventeen week, evening,  parenting class, that covers a child’s moral development. Parents and teachers have the opportunity to communicate via email, weekly to check in on what and how children are doing both at home and at school. If parents do not have email, teachers will make an effort to communicate via the phone or through written notes.

The center also hosts two programs for families and friends, one at Christmas and one just before Mother’s Day.  We host an open house for families at the beginning of the year.

At the end of the school year, parents have the opportunity to help us improve by filling out an evaluation of our services.   

TRANSPORTATION

Transportation to and from the center is responsibility of parent.

FIELD TRIPS
If a child is not at the center when it is time to leave for a field trip, and parent cannot be reached, a note will be left at the center telling parent where to bring the child and at what time the children and teachers will be back at the center from the field trip. A child cannot be left at the center unless there is staff on the premises who are able to supervise the child until teachers return.  Parents will need to sign an authorization to allow their child to go on the field trip and ride the church bus.  The school tries to go on one or two field trips a year.

PARENT VOLUNTEERS

Parents are welcome participants at preschool.  There are many, many opportunities to volunteer in and out of the classroom.  Parents do not need to have a specific assignment in order to come and be a guest of their child for a day or a part of a day.  We have parent volunteer schedules and volunteer activities that you can choose from.  We really appreciate our volunteers! 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

Each month a calendar will go home that reports all special events and activities.  A calendar is also posted at the sign-in table.

DRESS AND BELONGINGS

Children will be involved in art activities and outdoor play.  If girls wear dresses, please put shorts or tights underneath. An extra change of clothes labeled with the child’s name is requested for children who stay all day. Personal belongings will be kept in cubbies.  Please do not let your child bring toys, candy, or money. We will be having special share days in which your child can bring something from home to show to his friends.

SUNSCREEN

Parents are responsible for applying their child’s sunscreen, unless they are here for a full day.  Written permission and a bottle of sun screen should be provided for children who are here all day.

REST PERIOD

All children staying for the afternoon will have a rest period. A cot will be provided for each child.  Parents may send a labeled blanket, which needs to be taken home each week and laundered.

NUTRITION

A nutritious snack will be provided each morning and afternoon.  Parents should send a nutritious lunch for children who stay the afternoon. Please do not send more than one dessert. We will provide milk or juice, please do not send any vitamins, drinks, red jello, or red popsicles (staining).  Infant formula and soy milk (if needed) will be provided  by parents.

BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays are recognized at the center.  Parents are welcome to provide birthday cookies (small) as a special treat to the child’s class. Please do not send cupcakes. Birthdays are a great day to spend time at school with your child.

DISCIPLINE

Appropriate consequences or isolation are used when a child needs correction.  The offending child will be allowed to rejoin the group as soon as he is able to participate appropriately.

CHILD ABUSE

Any staff member who has reasonable cause to suspect that a child has been abused or neglected is required by state law to report it to the Department of Human Services or to the police department.  Suspected child abuse should be reported by calling 874-2030.

CONCERNS REGARDING LICENSING VIOLATIONS

Concerns regarding suspected licensing violations should be brought to the attention of the Colorado Department of Human Services, Division of Child Care, 1575 Sherman Street, 1st Floor, Denver, CO  80203-1714.

CONFERENCES 

Conferences with parents and staff are available upon parent or staff request. Parents should call for a conference whenever they have a concern about their child’s development and center experience. Our teachers use email to contact parents about what the children are doing at school.  Two formal conferences will be offered per year.  The first conference is at the beginning of the school year, and the second is held in late winter, before kindergarten registration. 

VOLUNTEERS

The staff welcomes and encourages help in and outside the classroom from parents who desire to do so. Help is especially needed on field trips and for special class projects and programs. Please sign up to help when lists are provided.  If you have a talent or skill that could be shared with the children, and you would enjoy doing so, please let the director know.

PICTURES AND VIDEOS

We take pictures of the children at play, and post them at the center and on our web site for parents to enjoy. Sometimes we will run pictures in the Delta County Independent.  We  allow parents  to video their child at school.  If you do not wish to have your child photographed let us know in writing. We will have a professional photographer take pictures of children and their classmates, which parents may purchase as a package.

CHANGES

Parents will be notified of any significant changes in services or policies.

BY LAWS

Parents may review a copy of the By Laws of Great Beginnings upon request to the Director.

2010-11 FEES

Efective 9/01/10  

Great Beginnings Early Childhood Center is a not for profit corporation.  Fees collected are used for the cost of running the child care center.

For children who attend preschool only, tuition is due the first day of school each month:

2 day preschool runs 9 payments of   $88.00

3 day preschool runs 9 payments of  $132.00

4 day preschool runs 9 payments of  $176.00

Morning Preschoolers should arrive at 8:30 a.m. and be picked up at 11:30 a.m. Afternoon Preschoolers should arrive at 1 p.m. and be picked up at 4 p.m.

For children who attend full-day, tuition, which includes preschool for 3-5 year olds, is due each Monday or Tuesday for the number of days your child is enrolled.

The Toddler Nursery, 12 mos. and walking to 3 years, costs $32.00 per day.

Preschool Childcare, which includes one 3 hour preschool session, for children 3 years and potty trained to 6 years, costs $29.00 per day.

5 hours or less of child care a day costs $16.00. (half-day care) 
Teachers and parents will need to agree on the exact time that a child is ready to move from one program to the next.

At the time of enrollment each year parents pay a registration fee of $65.00.  Parents will not need to supply art and paper products, or snacks.  Infants and toddlers will need to supply disposable diapers and disposable wipes.

Tuition should be prepaid by the month or by the week.  After 2 weeks child should not attend until parent has paid fee.

Parents should notify the center if they know they are going to run late in picking up their child. If parents cannot be contacted, designated alternates will be called.  A teacher will remain as long as needed.

GREAT BEGINNINGS CENTER STAFF

All staff members are experienced early childhood child care providers or educators.  All participate in a continuous program of in-service education and studies for professional advancement in order to remain alert to the ever-changing needs of today’s families and to the findings of current research.  We hope that you, the parent, will come to know each one personally, as they become an important part of your child’s life.

Lori Alsdorf – 874-1682
Executive Director

BA, Mesa State College

Director qualified, Large Childcare Facility

MA, University of Colorado at Denver, Early Childhood Education and Special Education

Colorado Licensed Educator in Early Childhood Education

Founder of Great Beginnings

Early Childhood Specialist with Delta County Child Find, 5 years

Katie Angelico 399-3463
Toddler Program Teacher, Group Leader

Mesa State College, BA, Psychology 

This is Katie’s fifth year at Great Beginnings.

Melissa Antillon  712-6181

Child Care Provider

Art Institute of Las Vegas

This is Melissa’s third year at Great Beginnings

Mary Bavor – 874-3532

Preschool Director and Teacher

University of Arizona, Colorado State University, University of the Rockies

Director qualified, Large Childcare Facility

2007 Great Beginnings Award for Excellence in Early Childhood Education recipient.

This is Mary’s twenty-second year at Great Beginnings Preschool.

Megan Brown 

Preschool Teacher, Group Leader

Bob Jones University, Early Childhood

This is Megan’s fifth year at Great Beginnings

Judy Chapman – 874-7238

Preschool teacher, Group Leader

Mesa State College, Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Judy’s eleventh year at Great Beginnings Preschool

Julie Chosvig   835-8622

Toddler Program Teacher, Group Leader

University of Wyoming, BA Elementary Ed.

This is Julie’s  third year at Great Beginnings

Amber Edwards – 589-3083

Toddler Program Teacher, Group Leader

Certified in Infant/Toddler Expanding Quality Care

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Amber’’s sixth year at Great Beginnings

Allison Ellington – 640-5268

Preschool Teacher, Group Leader

Mesa State College,  Elementary Education

This is Allison’s third year at Great Beginnings

Joyce Harrington – 835-4283
Child Care Provider

This is Joyce’s seventh year at Great Beginnings

Brenda Jenkins – 209-5410

Preschool Teacher, Group Leader

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Brenda’s fifth year at Great Beginnings

Keila Mateucci – 399-3459
Toddler Teacher

Universidade Metodistica De Piracicaba, Brazil, Economics

Mesa State College, Business Administration 

This is Keila’s second year at Great Beginnings

Laurie Miles – 712-0779

Substitute Toddler and Preschool Teacher

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Laurie’s second year at Great Beginnings.

Elaina Nethington – 874-9613

Substitute Preschool Teacher, Group Leader

AA, Pacific Christian College, Early Childhood Education

BA, Pacific Christian College, Fullerton, CA,  Elementary Education

This is Elaina’s twelth year at Great Beginnings 

Justine Rowley – 640-0515
Infant/Toddler Supervisor, Toddler Program Teacher

Certified: Expanding Quality in Infant-Toddler Care

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Justine’s seventh year at Great Beginnings

Melanie Sanchez – 874-8067

Preschool Teacher

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Melanie’s second year at Great Beginnings

Stacy Tindall – 323-5544

Preschool Teacher, Group Leader

Certified in Infant Toddler Expanding Quality Care

Delta Montrose Technical College

This is Stacy’s sixth year at Great Beginnings

Joy Walker – 874-4912

Child Care Provider

This is Joy’s fourth year at Great Beginnings
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